
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year A 
 
Did you know it’s more efficient to pull something up a hill than 
to push it?  I remember learning that in a movie I was watching 
about the Jewish revolt against the Romans.  The last remnant of 
the Jewish rebellion had barricaded itself in a fortress on the top 
of a cliff that Herod the Great had built.  The fortress was called 
Masada. 

In order to conquer the fortress the Romans had to build a huge 
ramp up the side of cliff, and the military engineer in charge 
pointed out to an unknowing general that you don’t push stones 
up a hill, you put a pulley at the top and then pull the stone up 
with ropes wound around the pulley.  You can get a lot more 
people pulling on the same rope than you can pushing on the 
same stone, and with the pulley at the top they get to pull 
downhill! 

Pulling instead of pushing is a good way to think about how God 
works. 

In the course of Christian history we have often been pushed 
into following the Church’s moral teaching by the fear of what 
happens if we don’t.  It has not been a very successful approach.  
For one thing, fear is not a good motivator in the long run.  It 
cannot capture a person’s heart or desire.   

When we act out of fear, we are inclined to do just what is 
necessary to keep the consequences of failing from happening.  
Our morality becomes based on rules rather than love, and we 
spent a lot of our time trying to bend the rules just enough so 
that they do not break, trying to find the loopholes and 
exceptions.  Our heart is not in it. 



 
 

In today’s reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans he offers 
a different approach:  As serious as Adam’s sin was, and how 
much it has affected everything that followed, God’s grace is 
greater. That’s something that we often forget, or maybe our 
upbringing keeps us from believing it.  We still labor under the 
weight of centuries of overemphasis on sin and guilt as a way to 
push people into moral behavior. We have been much less 
focused on pulling people toward good behavior by reminding 
them of God’s love for all people.  

I know this from personal experience.  I have felt the pull of 
God’s love in unexpected, but undeniable ways.  And in those 
moments, I have been very much aware of my unworthiness of 
that love.  I have been confronted with my own sinfulness and 
lack of attention to God.  I was fearful of what God might have 
in mind for me. 

But in that same moment the overriding experience was that 
God was not letting my sins stop him.  He wanted me to know 
that they had not gotten in the way of his love for me or of his 
plans for me.  I couldn’t use my sins as an excuse to not accept 
God’s love.  When I accepted that, my life changed for the 
better. 

A good image for me to keep in mind is to think about how 
magnetic Jesus’ personality was when he was preaching and 
teaching and healing.  He was very charismatic, and people were 
drawn to him.  Those qualities were part of his personality then.  
How much more is that the case now!  He is the resurrected 
Lord who pulls us into God’s embrace by the attractive power of 
the Holy Spirit.   



 
 

If we let that attractive power rule over us, we will know what to 
make of our sins and how willing God is to look past them for 
the sake of his greater intention:  That we trust in his love and let 
it transform us.  His attractive power is capable of reaching us 
regardless of the trouble we might have gotten ourselves into.  It 
works like a magnet on iron. 

Today, as we deal once more with our faults and failings and 
living with the consequences of them, we are encouraged to 
keep them in perspective.  Nothing is greater than the power of 
God’s love.  Nothing will keep that power from drawing us 
closer to him and to one another, except our own refusal to 
believe and trust in it.  We have only to let it do its work and 
then notice how it is changing us and letting us leave our sins 
behind in order to be open to the new life God has desired for 
us. 

“Fear is useless.  What is needed is trust.”  Jesus said that. 


